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Veranstaltungen — 10-2014 — HN 99
XXV FIG Congress in Kuala Lumpur
Recently the prominent FIG Congress (International Federation of Surveyors) took 
place from the 16th to the 21st of June 2014 in Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia. This conference 
represents and involves professionals from many surveying related fields from around 
the world and this year the overall topic of this congress was: »Engaging the Chal-
lenges, Enhancing the Relevance«. Several sessions and meetings were held as well as 
an exhibition, all of which took place in the Kuala Lumpur Convention Centre (KLCC) 
with a nice view to the 
famous Twin Towers. 
In particular, Hydrog-
raphers were involved 
with the Commis-
sion  4 sessions where 
they came together to 
discuss hydrographic 
projects and issues, Ma-
rine Spatial Information 
Management and the 
Blue Economy.
An article by Annette Hadler
omy which is a problem that has been gathering 
more awareness in the last few years. Further ses-
sions covered educational solutions and the ma-
rine geospatial world was also discussed.
The presenters came mainly from South East 
Asia and Europe with three presenters coming 
from Germany. There was a presentation from 
the BfG and the University of Stuttgart held by 
Annette Scheider, from the HafenCity University 
Hamburg presented by myself, and one from the 
Jade University of Applied Sciences given by Prof. 
Jörg Reinking.
Those attending the hydrography sessions re-
ceived a hard copy of the FIG Publication 62 Ellip-
soidal Reference Surveying for Hydrography prepared 
by Working Group 4.1. This is also available from 
the FIG website.
We welcomed the new chair of Commission 4, 
Angela Etuonov from Nigeria. She has been in-
volved with the Commission before as Vice Chair 
for Commission 4 and Chair for Working Group 4.5 
– Hydrography in Africa.
All in all it was a great experience in an amaz-
ing atmosphere. I was able to meet with many in-
teresting people from all over the world and hear 
what surveying means for them. I take home that 
we are well situated in Germany with a lot of sup-
port, especially for students. For that reason I want 
to thank Markéta Pokorná for giving me the chance 
to give a presentation at such a big event. “
In parallel with the FIG Congress the Young Sur-
veyors Meeting was held in a hotel close by the 
KLCC. In this case a »Young Surveyor« is anyone ei-
ther under 35 years or who recently finished edu-
cation. 180 of these participants also attended the 
congress, which had 2500 attendees, and had the 
chance to get involved.
As an introduction to hydrography, one work-
shop during the Young Surveyors Meeting was 
titled »World Hydrography Day and the Blue Econ-
omy«. During this session a video was shown with 
the title »Hydrography as A Career«. Furthermore 
IHO director Mustafa Iptes gave a presentation 
about hydrography in general. Another presenter 
was Gordon Johnston, Vice Chair of Administra-
tion & Communication at Commission 4, who ad-
dressed the audience regarding the Blue Economy.
Some Young Surveyors attended the Commis-
sion 4 technical sessions. There were at least five 
with all from different countries. Of these some are 
working already in the field of hydrography, a few 
are studying and others attended out of interest.
The technical sessions from Commission 4 had 
up to 90 participants during the six time slots that 
it ran for. The main topics of these technical ses-
sions were related to coastal areas and, surprisingly 
for me, new technologies were not the primary 
focus, but rather solutions for specific problems, 
which was well suited to the overall topic of the 
conference. One session topic was the Blue Econ-
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